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A STERLING OLD POEM. 
Who shall juiIrp mm froiu his maimer. 

Who shall know him by bis draw Y 
Paupers ma; be At for Princes, 

Princes fit for nothing else. 
Crumpled shirt and dirty Jacket 

Hay beclothe the golden ore 
Ol the deepest tho rights and feelings— 

Set I ti vest can do no mop). 

There are streams of cryrtal nit- tar 

Ever flowing out of stoue : 
There are purple bads and golden, 

Hidden crushed and overthrown ; 
God, who counts by souls, not dresses, 

Lotes and pmtpifa yrxrmmi me. 
While he values thrones the highest 

But as pebbles in the sea. 

Man, upraised above his fellows, 
- Oft forgets his fellows then ; 
Masters— rulers— lords, remember 

That your meanest kinds are men I 
Men of labor, men of feeling, 

Men of thoughts and men of fame. 
Claiming equal rights to sunshine 

In a man's ennobling fame. 

There are (bam -embroidered oceans, 

There are little wood-clad rills ; 
There are feeble inch-high saplings, 

There are cedars on the hill*. 
God, who counts by souls, not stations, 

Loves and prospers you and me ; 
For to him all vague distinctions 

Are as pebbles in the sea. 

Tolling hands alone are builders 

Of the nations wealth and fame ; 
Titled lasiness is pensioned. 

Fed and rattened on the same ; 
By the sweat of others' foreheads, 

Living only to rejoice, 
While the poor roan's outraged freedom 

Vainly lifts its feeble voice. 

Truth and justice are eternal, 

Born with loveliness and light ; 
Secret wrongs shall never prosper 

While there la a sunny right ; 
God, whose world-wide voice is singing 

Boundless love to you and me, 
Links oppression, with its titles, 

But as pebbles In the sea. 


THE CHURCH AND HER OFFICERS. 

BY A. BRKKEIt. 


We are living » life that litis many crosses. 
All along its path there are wrecks of love 
and friendships and ambition. There are 
many graves that tell us of bleeding hearts 
and sad lives and buried hopes. Before each 
one of us there are trials greater than those 
left behind ns. The pulpit may and should 
take a cheerful view of the world, when possi- 
ble to do so. It should be decorated with 
flowers rather than clothed with thorns. It 
should delight more in heralding the glories of 
heaven than picturing the agonies of hell 
But the realities of life and death and eterni- 
ty must not be left out of the cheerful view. 
There arc shadows that will reach us after a 
little. What a revelation a few years will 
make ! The keenest trials that earth can in- 
flict will soon be borne, and the great strug- 
gle of life will soon be over. Ah ! these to- 
morrows that appear so bright will come with 
tear-dimmed eyes, and blanched hair, and 
quivering lips, and broken heart- strings. No 
possible earthly greatness can ward off com- 
ing trials. Go stand by Lincoln's tomb or 
Garfield's grave, and answer. Is it wise to 
close the eyes to the great realities of our be- 
ing ? Go to a sister State and follow the 
pathway of the atorm. Where wealth and 
beauty and life were swept away, and poverty 
and barrenness and death reign and answer : 
Is time a holiday ? Can. tho soul find its por- 
tion here f Do we need nothing more than 
earth can give ? 

Nothing is spoken of as so desirable and 
so necessary for the conversion of the world 
as the "destruction of sectariansm." With 
many men this is so much of a burden that 
it becomes a hobby. Only a • few of them, 
however, seem to remember that the best way 
to do it is to intelligently and piously work 
on their own lines and according to their own 
obligations. A merchant is not a sectarian 
because he, recognizing the rights of other 
men, pushes his own trade. Neither is a 
Christian, working in the same spirit and ac- 
cording to the same rule. 

Dr. Johnson, in giving advice to an inti- 
mate friend, said : "Accustom your children 
always to tell the truth, without varying in 
any circumstance." A lady who was pres- 
ent protested that this was too much too ex- 
pect. "For instance, in repeating another's 
words, relating what happened eta, etc., lit- 
tle variations will occur a thousand. times a 
day unless one is perpetually watching," she 
said.' "Then, madam, you ought to be per- 
petually, watching," replied the doctor. 


A christian church is an assembly of per- 
sons who believe in Christ and worship the 
true God according to his word. In a more 
general sense it signifies the whole body of 
christians throughout the world. The church 
being the body of Christ none but the regen- 
erate who obey the gospel are its real mem- 
bers. 1 Cor. 12 : 27. Now are ye* the body of 
Christ. Believers are received into a partic- 
ular church On their giving evidence of faith 
and being baptised, they, then, gladly re- 
ceived hi* word. 

The officers in the primitive church were 
apostles, bishops and deacons. The apostles 
were the especial witnesses of the works and 
sayings of Christ, and of course, this office 
ceased when their work was accomplished. 
The gifts perpetuated in the church are evan- 
gelists, pastors, teachers, helps and govern- 
ments. These, however, do not appear to be dis- 
tinct officers but they imply different kinds of 
duties which are performed by bishops or elders, 
deacons and others. Bishops are overseers 
who have the charge of souls, to instruct and 
rule them by the word. They are called elders 
and they perform the duties of pastors, teach- 
ers and evangelists. 

The qualifications required in a candidate 
for this office are as follows. He must be 
guiltless and the husband of but one wife. He 
must be watchful, prudent and have the reg- 
ular exercise of coo), dispassionate reason. 
His conduct and manners must be decent, or- 
derly and grave. He must be a lover of hos- 
pitality, ready to communicate and able to 
teach. He must be temperate, not quarrel- 
some, nor desirous of base gain. He must be 
meek, not contentious, neither a lover of mon- 
ey. He must govern his family well ; he must 
not be a young convert, but experienced in 
the things of God He must be especially 
called of God to the work, adhere closely to 
the doctrine of Christ, and be ordained by the 
laying on of hands. 

The duty of an elder or bishop is, 1st. To 
be an example to the flock in all things. Now 
I would say to those elders who use that filthy 
weed, abstain from the use of it, in all things 
showing thyself a pattern of good works, '2nd 
To examine into the spiritual state of the 
souls tinder his care, and suit all his instruc- 
tions, entreaties and admonitions to their con- 
dition. In this work is included the duty of 
a pastor. 3rd. To study, preach the word, 
and baptize. 4th. To do according to bis 
ability the work of an evangelist. 5th. Asa 
steward he receives authority from Christ to 
rule the (lock by the word. Therefore he 
should neither act as a lord over God's herit- 
age nor yield to the doctrines and wicked- 
ness of men; but we see that gospel discipline 
and holiness are enforced aud practiced in the 
church. 2 Tim. 4 : 5, Do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 
Mark 16 : 15, Hi. "Go ye into all tho world 
and preach the gospel to every creature." "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

Primrose, O. 


Kereies. 

Count what ? Why count the mercies 
which have been quietly falling in your path 
through every period ot your history. Down 
Ihey come, every morning and evening, angel 
messengers from the Father of lights, to tell 

Jon of your best friend in heaven. Have you 
ved these years wasting mercies, treading 
them beneath your feet, and consuming them 
every day, and never yet realized from whence 
they come ? If yon have, Heaven pity you ! 
You have murmured under your affliction ; 
out who has heard yon rejoice over your 
blessinga ? Do you ask what are these mer- 
cies ? Ask the sunbeam, the rain drop, the 
star or the queen of night What is life but 
a mercy ? What is the propriety of stopping 
to play with a thorn bush, when you may just 
as well pluck sweet flowers and eat pleasant 
fruits ? Happy is he who looks at the bright 
side of life, of Providence and of revelation ; 
who avoids thorns and sloughs until his Chris- 
tian growth is such that, if he cannot improve 
them, he may pass among them without in- 
jury. Count mercies before you complain of 
affliction. 


m i »»» m 
A MOTHER'S LOVE, 

There is an enduring tenderness in the love 
of a mother to her son, that transcends all 
other affections ot the heart. It is neither to 
be chilled by selfishness, nor daunted by dan- 
ger, nor weakened by worthlessness, nor 
stifled by ingratitude. She will sacrifice her 
comfort to his convenience : she will surrend- 
er every pleasure to his enjoyment; she will 
glory in his fame and exalt in his prosperity ; 
and if adversity overtakes him, he will be 
dearer to her by misfortune ; and if disgrace 
settle upon his name, she will still love and 
cherish him; and if all the world besides cast 
him off, she will be all the world to him. 

Blessed is the man who has found his 
work ; let him ask no other blessedness. 
Know thy work, and do it : and work at it 
like Hercules. One monster there is in the 
world, the idle man. 

We utterly mistake in our culture when we 
make our religion unamiable or unamiableness 
undevout. The majestic and the lowly, the 
sol men and the gay are to meet in human- 
ity — to meet and mutually relieve and soften 
and. exalt each other Such is the object of 
life. 


Christ's Church, 

It ib told of a man poorly dressed, that he 
went to eh arch seeking an opportunity to 
worship. The usher did not notice him, but 
Seated several well dressed persons who pre- 
sented themselves, when finally the man ad- 
dressed the usher, saving : "Can you tell me 
whose church this is r* "Yes, this is Christ's 
church." "Is he in if" was the next question, 
after which a scat was not so hard to find. 


Be true to your own highest convictions. 
Intimations from your own souls of something 
more perfect than others teach, it faithfully 
followed, give us a consiousness of spiritual 
force and progress never experienced by the 
vulgar of high life or low life, who march as 
they are drilled to the step of their tune. 

Many truths now of reverend esteem aud 
credit, had their birth and beginning once 
from singular and private thoughts, while 
the most of men weie otherwise posessed, and 
had the fate at first to l>c generally exploded 
and exclaimed on by many violent opposers ; 
yet truth, in some age or other, will find her 
witnessess and shall be justified at last by 
her own children. 

Give not reins to your inflamed passions; 
take time and a little delay ; impetuosity 
manages all things badly. 

Brother Frame's "Frame of Kind." 
In last week's issue of the Evaxwetist, I 
noticed an article from the pen of A. J. Hix- 
son ; of Montana City, Kansas, relating his 
visit among the Brethren at Adrian, Missouri. 
He talks about their hospitality and kindness 
all of which I can bear witness to, for I was 
there myself. I feel so much in fbvB. with 
them that I feel constrained to visit them 
again at some future time, if my life is spared 
awhile yet, Brother Ilixson speaks of Aaron 
and John Sho waiter, Thomas and Henry Ey- 
man ; also of Elder W. G. McClintock's mov- 
ing away to the other fields of labor, but does 
not give his postoifice address, I felt sorry 
for that, as I want l o correspond with him. 
And there is brother A. P. Gibson, where has 
he gone to. Our Almanac says to May field, 
Kansas, but I can't find the place on my 
map. 

Oh, yes. and there is brother P. A. Hen- 
dricks. About twdve years ago I heard him 
make the following remarks, in a sermon 
preached at Middleport, Elkhart county, In- 
diana, when progression was just in its infan- 
cy, that : "Live or die, sink or swim, survive 
or perish, I will preach the gospel while I live 
practice it while I am permitted to live ; I 
mean the Gospel, the whole Gospel and noth- 
ing but the Gospel." 

While on my way to Goshen, yesterday, I 
met three or four trains, some going to Chi- 
cago, loaded with delegates, trying to fix up 
things that are wanting in the political world; 
some were bound for Dayton, Ohio, loaded 
with delegates trying to fix up things to gov- 
ern the church by. It pains me when I see 
professed christians act as though Christ had 
never died to save us, or that the plan of sal- 
vation is yet unfinished, when Christ emphat- 
ically declares "It is finished.'* 

N. A. Frame. 
Elkhart, lad., June 3rd. 


From Martinsburg, Pa. 

Our communion is among the many pleas- 
ant things that a ic past. We had indeed a 
feast to the sou). We had about eighty-two 
communicants. Brethren Hildcbrani, Mai- 
lott and R, Z. Replogle, were our ministers,, 
and we can assure you, the brethren wasted 
no time in "beating the air," or telling us 
what the "brother said." And one among the 
auxiliaries was brother "Jake," from New En* 
terprise, with his soul- stirring songs, with 
brother Buck, his never-failing tenor, aud 
base, soprano and al to assistants. It sends a 
spirit through the services that can only be 
appreciated when felt. 

During onr meeting we bad five additions,, 
one young sister had sinned in the German 
Baptist church in that she wore a hat, and 
was expelled. Two by relation and two by 
letter. Our services were held in the Snider- 
church, bat conflicted with the German Bap- 
tist's on Sabbath morning, so we announced 
our st rvices in the school house near by, at 10 
o'clock. When we reached the house we 
found it already packed, and people still com- 
ing in from all directions. Just across the 
way was a beautiful grove. We asked the 
congregation their sentiments as to repairing 
to the grove. It was unanimous. Soon a 
large concourse were seated in the leafy sanc- 
tuary, listening to an able sermon from broth- 
er Hildebrand. The congregations in the 
grove and in the church compared very fav- 
orably with that memorable vote at Arnold's 
Grove, about 40 to I in favor of the grove. 

The Brethren churches in "Morrison's 
Cove" are moving on with calm and steady 
steps. The Philistine camp, fires in the plains 
of Esdralon. are only smoking embers. Gide- 
on has unfurled the banner, and in the namt- 
of Israel's God, declares liberty to the cap- 
tive. Will. L. Spaxogle. 
Martinsbnrg, Pa. 


Prom Silver Creek, Ohio. 

The brethren at Silver Creek held our com- 
munion meeting May 31st at the Mt. Pleasant 
church, six miles west of Pioneer. We had 
fine weather and a good meeting. Brother 
Isaac Stuekman, from Defiance county, was 
with us. He preached for us Friday evening, 
and Sabbath morning. Five united with tho. 
church by baptism. On Saturday the Breth- 
ren thought proper to make a choice ol two to 
be put to the ministry. The lot fell unor* 
brother Albert Collins and brother Cyrus Kim- 
mell. We feel well pleased with the choice 
made, hoping that they wilt now take hold of 
the Gospel plow, arm themselves with the 
sword of the Spirit, and ever press forward in 
discharge of their duty, rightly dividing the 
word of God, that both saint and sinner may 
receive their portion' in due season, looking to 
Jesus who has promised ever to stand by 
them, if they put their trust in -hi in. Brethren,, 
now that we have placed them in the field, let 
us take hold with new courage, ever stand 
ready to lend a helping hand, that they may 
be encouraged on the way. May they ever 
prove faithful to the calling wherewith they 
have been called, and at tast have theii crown 
decked with many stars, is my prayer. 

HkXHY KlZElt. 

SridgtweUer, 0. June 3. 


From Zfinesville. Ind. 

BROTHER HomHOBH : The brethren and 
sisters met, as was announced, to hold a love- 
feast in the eight mile church district. As 
announced, brother S. C. Stump conducted 
the meetings, which tasted over Sunday, with 
very fair attendance alt through. Although 
we had present at the table only eighteen 
communicants, we felt that the Lord was 
present and we felt his blessing. It was a 
very solemn occasion. Our brother Stump, 
did very good work for the Lord on Sunday 
forenoon and evening appointments, And as 
he was at his old home, the neighbors and 
friends were generally out to hear him. 

We have felt His blessing, even though wa 
were barred from the house of God by our 
brethren, our divine right to the church ves- 
sels fraudulently taken from us, and in tbe>,\* 
anguish of our hearts we cry. forgive them, ^ 
they know not what they do. *^|j 

0, Lord, do thou clcinse us from all sin, ' 
and vatke us pure that we desire to do good 
unto one auother. —...^ag 

We Hamilton. t 

Subscribe for the Evangelist now. 


